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Message from the Chairman of the Board 

important, those being served,  

exhilarated and hopeful about the  

future.   

 

Jo Annôs knowledge and expertise are 

matched by her life experience and 

commitment to the field of special 

education.  She has been listening to 

the voices of the Cushing Community 

and has responded empathically and 

creatively.  For the first time, Cushing 

students were encouraged and guided 

through the college application  

process; 11 will start school at Cape 

Cod Community College in the fall.  

New options for students transitioning 

to adulthood are being offered to  

ensure that families are fully prepared 

for this challenging and exciting time 

in a young personôs life.  Recognition 

of and added emphasis on the benefits 

of intergenerational programming is a 

large part of Jo Annôs vision for the 

coming years at Cushing Centers.  

Work has begun in several areas not 

previously explored by the 

organization. 

For five years I have had the privilege 

of serving on the board of a vital  

organization that changes lives.  

Working together with so many  

dedicated people is truly an inspiring 

experience.  This past year has been 

especially gratifying as we welcomed 

a new president and CEO to take over 

the helm of Cardinal Cushing Centers, 

with its rich 60-year history of serving 

those with intellectual disabilities.  To 

borrow a phrase from author Frank 

McCourt, Jo Ann Simons is just the 

ñjuice and joltò the organization 

needed.  

 

I continue to have a unique perspec- 

tive, first as a board member, and for 

the past year or so as board chair.  

The new opportunities being created 

on both campuses, for people of all 

ages and varying abilities, has the 

staff, the community, and, most   

There is no doubt that this is an    ex-

citing time for CCC.  Please 

continue to join us in advocating for 

more opportunities and richer life ex-

periences for the many people who 

turn to the organization for a better 

today and more fulfilling tomorrows.  

We need and appreciate your       sup-

port! 

C H A N G I N G  L I V E S                                                                         

John Boucher 

Paul Bass           James French 

Paul V. Becker           Kerry Hamilton 

John Boucher           Rita Harris  

Paul Butka           Michael Hogan 

Kathleen Denevan, OSF    Carol Keohane 

Charles Drea           Paul Kiley           

George Drummey           Joseph Richardi 

Coletta Dunn, OSF           Eleanor Riordon, OSF 

Faye Florence           Sandra Smith 

On the Cover: (pictured, 

clockwise from top) student Jes-

sica D.; students Josh J. and 

Bryan H. with Derek Freitas, 

staff (center), members of the 

Cushing Green Team at Fenway 

Park where they collect recycla-

bles; Kendra B., a member of 

the Adult Services Choir for 

Springtime 2009; art students 

Nick H. (foreground) and Nick 

M.; students Coles P. and Pat-

rick B. with Jennifer Solimini, 

staff (center); Graduate Domi-

nique H.  Center photo: Students 

Courtney S. and Eliza D. with 

Cushing Resident and school 

benefactor, Velma F. Mooney, 

during a picnic on campus. 
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Jo Ann Simons 
If asked to identify a single theme at 

Cardinal Cushing Centers during the 

past year, I believe the overwhelming 

response would be ñchange.ò  The 

collaboration with board members, 

the administrative team, staff, families 

and, most importantly, the students 

and adults that make up CCC, has 

been incredibly effective in indentify-

ing the need for new endeavors and 

ushering in new programs. 

 

The most gratifying part of my job as  

president and CEO is to generate  

enthusiasm among all of the organiza-

tionôs constituents.  In order for  

individuals to succeed, we, as a 

whole, must be successful.  At this 

challenging time, when all are  

grappling with the difficult realities of 

the economy, it is especially  

significant that we re-evaluate what 

works and what doesnôt.  Now, more 

than ever, success depends upon  

careful planning, setting specific 

goals, and community participation so 

that we may bring to fruition the 

hopes and dreams of those we serve. 

 

I have learned many things over the 

past year, not the least of which is that 

listening is as important as  

taking action.  Thank you for all your 

input and support!  I look forward to a 

year of collective commitment, effec-

tive change, and further development 

of vital programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President and CEO 

Cardinal Cushing Centers, Inc. 

      Cardinal Cushing Centers, Inc. is a place where people of all ages and abilities find                           

possibility, opportunity, and hope:  the possibility to achieve greater levels of success;      

the opportunity to be life-long learners; and, the hope that each tomorrow will bring     

personal  fulfillment, new experiences, and shared happiness. 

Jo Ann Simons, President & Chief Executive Officer 

Marybeth Hasenfuss, VP, Human Resources 

Sig Kozaryn, VP, Finance & Chief Financial Officer 

Deb Lunetta, VP, Program Development, Quality Assurance 

Michelle Markowitz, Director, Admissions & Outreach 

Paul Murphy, VP, Development & External Affairs 

Jean Rogers, VP, Community & Adult Services 

Larry Sauer, VP, Student Programs & Services 
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